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…And you know the story! 
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PARTIAL 
CHECKPOINT 

 An established checkpoint 
operating periodically. 

CHECKPOINTS 
A barrier manned by IDF and/or 

Border Police. 

ROAD GATES 
A metal gate, often manned 
by IDF,  to control 
movement along roads.  

ROAD BLOCKS 
A series of 1 metre high 
concrete blocks used to 
obstruct vehicle access.  

EARTHMOUNDS 

A mound of rubble, dirt 
and/or rocks used to obstruct 
vehicle access.  

TRENCHES 
 A ditch used to prevent 
vehicle crossing.  
Total of 33.6 km 
 

ROAD BARRIERS  
Road barriers alongside 
major roads to prevent 
movement across the roads. 
Total of 125 km 
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EARTH WALLS  
A continuous wall or series 
of earth  mounds. 
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Source: OCHA-oPt (2011)  



Areas A and B (Oslo Accords) 

Areas C 

149 Israeli settlements, 
100 outposts and  land cultivated by Israelis 

 

Israeli military closed areas  (Fire Zones) and 48 military bases 
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Source: OCHA-oPt (2011)  



The socio-economic indicators reveal a gloomy picture 

 Using the consumption-based definition, 26% of  the Palestinians lived in 

poverty in 2009 and 2010 (19% WB, 38% GS). Using the income-based 

definition, 50% of  the Palestinians lived in poverty (38% WB, 70% GS). 

 50% of  Palestinian households were impacted by food insecurity. 

 Unemployment has remained at around 30% since 2009 (47% in Gaza, 20% in 

WB). Unemployment rate for Palestinian youth under 30 is 43%.  

 The income and opportunities inequality gap continues to widen not only 

between the West Bank and Gaza, but also within the West Bank. 

 The manufacturing and production capacities continue to erode, while the 

agriculture sector remains neglected. 

 Public debt doubled, while the private debts, thanks to the easier credit 

facilities, expanded to extraordinary rates. 

 Real income per capita needs a proper deconstruction noticing the unbearable 

increase in the cost of  living.  

 The celebrated economic growth is a jobless, aid driven, with an eroded 

productive base (de-industrialization), non-Jerusalemite, anti-poor, and reflects 

an economy recovering from a low base. 



The Palestinian youth in numbers: Economic focus 

 Youth comprises one third of  Palestinian society. 

 Unemployment rate for Palestinian youth under 30 is 43%. 

 36.6% of  youth aged 15-29 years are economically active 
(employed and unemployed). 

 The services sector observed 30.4% of  youth (15-29 years), while 
the commerce sector, restaurants, and hotels worked at 24.4% of  
that age group.  

 More than a quarter of  youth in the Palestinian Territory suffered 
from poverty. 

 72.2% of  the martyrs are youth. 

 The vast majority of  the 5000 political prisoners are youth. 

 44.8% of  youth (15-29 years) were enrolled in education in 2011. 

 One fifth of  graduates studied Business and Administration. 

 

 

 

 



Why this is happening? It is the Occupation! 

 The total measurable cost of  the Israeli occupation on the 

Palestinian economy was $6.897 billion, a staggering 84.9% 

of  the total Palestinian GDP in 2010? 

 Territorial fragmentation and colonies expansion. 

 Absence of  Palestinian political and economic sovereignty. 

 Dependent Palestinian economy- Asymmetric containment. 

 Mass destruction and economy deprived from its capacities. 

 Occupation will only create de-development. 

 



The Israeli occupation and de-development process 

 Politically constructed poverty : poverty of  
disempowerment, not insufficiency. 

 Youth’s “stolen” opportunities and empowerment. 

 De-developed economy= unemployed youth. 

 No production, no innovation and more consumption. 

 Investments and entrepreneurship are non-viable. 

 Élite formation, status quo and inequality gap. 

 Neoliberal economic agenda: another dimension of  the 
occupation 

 

 

 

 

 



Towards a resistance and steadfastness economy 

 The economics of  solidarity. 

 Defeat dependency toward creating a resistance economy. 

 Youth are the key pillar for the steadfastness economy. 

 Understand development as means to realizing rights, 

freedoms, and self-determination. 

 A genuine bottom-up participatory citizen-centric 

development model should be prioritized.  

 Draw a vision for an economy that sits at the heart of  the 

Palestinian struggle. 

 Farming Palestine for freedom and reclaiming land. 

 Resisting neoliberalism and economic peace.  

 



How we can succeed together? 

 First and foremost, carry on in helping Palestinians in ending 

the occupation and colonization of  their land. 

 Launch an economic-rights campaign for Palestinian youth. 

 Reject the so-called economic peace, better politics will do it! 

 Help in the sustainability of  the small enterprises and the 

innovative youth initiatives 

 Remember, Palestinians youth are not only in the OPT, by also 

in the diaspora. 

 Push your governments not to do harm with your own taxes 

through aid to Palestinians. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1643474&id=585161673

