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Structure and Topics 

• Palestine-Israel today 

• The Netherlands and Palestine- more than meets 
the eye? 

• What the Palestinians can learn from the Dutch? 

• What the options are for the Dutch to engage 
constructively with the conflict? 

• What Palestinians and Israelis need to engage in 
a process of positive change? 

• Q&A 

 



 



Dec 2015: Same old boring news! Why? 

• Killed: 120 Palestinians, 15 Israelis.  

• 2500 Palestinians imprisoned by Israel since Sept. 

• Gaza under siege, no reconstruction  

• Stabbing, house demolitions, and the vicious circles 

• Permanent status of fragility  

• Israeli Security phobia  

• Palestinian political fragmentation and legitimacy crisis 

• Israeli shift to the Right  

• Jewish settler violence  

• Regional dynamics and ISIS   

 

 

 









Not interested in the same old boring news? 

The answer is simple: End the illegal Israeli 
military occuption and colonization and then we 

can talk about peace! 

 

 

 

• Can the Netherlands do anything? YES, a lot! 



The Netherlands and Palestine: Invisible Links 

Dutch 
Dogs 

Amsterdam
- Tel Aviv 
Twining  
and BDS 

NL’s EU 
Presidency 
and Israeli 

Settlements   
Products   

ICC 

Bilateral 
Aid 

Public 
Debate 





ICC 





NL’s EU 
Presidency 
and Israeli 

Settlements   
Products   







What the Palestinians can learn from the Dutch? 



What the Palestinians can learn from the Dutch? 

• Culture of Debate, Openness, and directness  

• Questioning the Unquestionable 

• Farming and agriculture experience  

• Entrepreneurship as a mean for economic 
development 

 



Dutch constructive engagement with the conflict? 

• Respect Palestinian Democracy; it rarely happens! 

• Move from a payer to a player 

• Follow your principles and normative values 

• Respect international and humanitarian law 

• Don’t sustain the occupation  

• Don’t entrench the Palestinian fragmentation  

• Listen to the Palestinian civil society- BDS as an 
example 

• The EU presidency- a new opportunity? 

 

 



5 Rules of thumb  

• Don’t seek peace now. It is very far. Instead seek 
justice and equality  

• Don’t talk about one-state or two-state solution. 
Ending the occuption is the prerequisite 

• The US is a dis-honest broker for peace 

• There is a one-state reality. Ask yourself what is 
the nature of this one-state reality 

• Context matters, always. 

 

 

 

 



Palestine-Israel: Decolonization Now, Peace Later 

• What if the underlying assumption for the peace 
process was that this conflict is persistent, 
protracted, and possibly unsolvable?  

• Pre-requisites for alternative strategies and visions: 

For Palestinians: Absence of a unified, 
representative, and accountable political leadership; 
Absence of a culture of debate; and fragmentation 
on all fronts 

For Israelis: Unwillingness and inability to recognise 
and feel the costs of the military occupation; The 
overall feeling of superiority; and the failure to 
address the demographic and security phobia.  

 



Finally, some good news! 

• New and different Palestinian generation is emerging: 
new visions, objectives, and tools 

• Global opinion and international solidarity 

• More legal tools for Palestine 

• No lack of Palestinian policy voices   

• Success of BDS 

• Creativity, resilience and resistance  

• New media exposes Israeli occupation and 
colonization  

• Unity of Palestinian leadership inside Israel  

• Hamas shift towards moderation  

• Any good news from Israel? 

 



Questions and Answers: Thank you  


